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12/05/06

Members of the Town Board,

As a resident of the Town of Chester, I would like to express my concerns over the future uses of the Broadview property as well as the contiguous wetlands and meadows behind the library and town hall. I am a high school teacher of Environmental Science, Earth Science and Biology, with a bachelor’s degree in Zoology, and master’s in Biological Sciences/Secondary Education. I am also a naturalist and 40-year resident of the area. 

I am concerned about the impact of future development on bog turtle habitat. Apparently the DEC has managed to lose some records of this species, but bog turtles were, and may still be, present on the site in question. In 1977 Mickey Wright, then a resident of Pine Hill Road, captured a bog turtle crossing Kings Highway near Cold Spring Farm. This individual (which I personally observed) was eventually used for captive breeding purposes at the Staten Island Zoo. Bog turtles have since been documented in the same watershed, most recently by Dr. Ed McGowan.

I hope you will consider the possibility of engaging a qualified environmental consulting firm, or an individual such as Dr. McGowan, to survey the entire wetland and drainage area for the presence of bog turtles or suitable habitat. This survey should be conducted between the months of April and July, and I would be very interested in being permitted to accompany such an effort. In addition, it would be advisable to expand the area being examined to any nearby brooks and wetlands prior to any developments being approved. Habitat assessment requires a knowledgeable specialist, and the consulting firms favored by developers are simply not able to do a satisfactory, not to mention unbiased, appraisal.

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

