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December 7, 2006

Raymond Johansen, Chairman

Town of Chester Planning Board

Chester Town Hall

Kings Highway

Chester, NY 10918

Dear Mr.Johansen;


Sugarloaf resident Jay Westervelt has asked me to contact you in order that I might attest to his competence as a field naturalist.


In my capacity as a Fish and Wildlife Technician with the NYSDEC Endangered Species Unit (Bureau of Wildlife), I have had occasion to participate in field investigations alongside Mr. Westervelt on a great number of occasions during the past dozen years or so.  On the basis of that experience, it is my opinion that Mr. Westervelt is a very capable field naturalist, possessing competence in the identification of NY-native amphibians and reptiles, and fully able to recognize the distinctive calls of such species as Northern Cricket Frog.


If you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact me at the phone number listed above, or by e-mail at mxkallaj@gw.dec.state.ny.us.    Thank You.


Sincerely;


__________________________

Michael Kallaji

NYSDEC- Endangered Species Unit
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